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TO  WITi 


7  remembered,  that  on  the  eighteenth 

f  L*  s- j  JD  Day  of  Augufl,  in  the  nineteenth  Year  of 
„5, Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Abijah  Chef.ver,  of  the  faid  Diftrid,  hath  depofited 
in  this  office  the  Title  of  a  Book,  the  Right  whereof  he 
claims,  as  Author,  in  the  Words  following,  to  wit* 
Hiftory  of  a  Cafe  of  incifted  Dropfy ;  with  a  Diflediora 
il  of  the  feveral  Cyfls;  as  communicated  to  the  Arne- 
“  rican  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  January  31, 
(e  1 78  7-  By  Dr.  Abijah  Che  ever,  Bofton.”  In  Con¬ 
formity  to  the  Ad  of  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States, 
intitled  “  An  Ad  for  the  Encouragement  of  Learning, 
“  by  fecuriog  the  Copies  of  Maps,  Charts  and  Books, 
to  the  Authors  and  Proprietors  of  fuch  Copies,  during 
“  the  Times  therein  mentioned.” 

N,  GOODALL,  Clerk 
of  the  Difind  of  Maffachufetts. 
true  Copy  of  Record — Atteft, 

N.  GOODALL. 


A 


I 


s 


I  prefented  this  "  HISTORY,”  &c.» 

to  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Jan.  31, 
27S7.  Soon  after,  one  of  the  faculty  of  this  town  requefled 
to  read  a  copy  thereof,  which  I  lent  him  for  that  pur<* 
pofe;  and,  notwithstanding  he  had  never  feen  the 
patient  or  fubjedt,  this  Copy  was  publifhed  in  the 
fecond  Vol.  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  London  Medical 
Society,  foL  368,  Art.  32,  and  his  Name  annexed  thereto 
as  Author ;  who  has  alfo  been  honoured  by  the  London. 
Medico.!  Society  for  this  communication.  By  all  of  which 
it  appears  he  has  completely  arrogated  this  Hiftory  ta 
himfelf  ;  thereby  talcing  from  me,  not  only  my  Right* 
but  alfo  expofing  me  to  an  eflfamial  injury,  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  who  is  the  author.  1  am  therefore  obliged  to 
obtain  the  firft  and  avoid  the  latter,  to  adopt  this  pro- 
ceedure  elTe<flually  toeilablifh  thefe  two  objedts,  after 
having  waited  with  much  patience,  in  vain,  in  hopes 
to  have  had  fuch  juftice  done  me  as  would  have  made 
it  unnecejfary  for  me  to  have  taken  anv  order  upon  the 
fubjea.  '  A.  CHEEVER. 

Bofion,  Auguft  19,  1794. 


This  may  certify,  That  there  is  now 

On  the  Files  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences , 
a  Communication  by  Doctor  Abijch  Cheivu,  of 
Boflon,  dated  Nov.  25,  1786,  read  before  the  Academy 
Jan.  31,  1787,  and  entitled,  u  Uiftory  ofa&afe  of  inc  if  ted 
Dropfy^voith  a  Diffeftion  of  the  fever al  CyftsA 

Atteft,  [OHN  CLARKE,  Recording  Sscr«tary» 
Bo  ft  on,  Aug.  17,  1794. 
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HISTORY 

OF  A  CASE  OF  INCISTED  DROPSY. 


!5**SS*!<3§ 


A  YOUNG  woman,  thirty -foux 
years  of  age,  applied  to  me,  in  June,  1 786,  to  bo 
relieved  of  hydropic  fwellings  of  the  Abdomen, 
with  which  fhe  was  firft  affected  in  the  early  part 
of  this  year.  She  informed  me,  fhe  had  been  ve*> 
ry  intemperate,  and  extremely  imprudent  for 
fome  years,  and  had,  previous  to  this  indifpoli- 
tion,  been  cured  of  the  Lues  Venerea,, 

After  the  trial  of  powerful  diuretics,  ca¬ 
thartics,  and  deobllruent  medicines,  without  ad« 


vantage. 


1 
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vantage,  I  performed  the  Paracentehs,  and  up« 
wards  of  four  gallons  of  limpid  water  were  dif- 
charged.  After  this  operation,  I  immediately 
adminiflered  Tonics  and  occafional  Evacuants. 
She  improved  in  health,  recovered  her  appetite 
and  digeftion,  and  gradually  regained  her 
llrength  and  fpirits ;  and  had  a  return  of  regula¬ 
rity  in  the  whole  animal  oeconomy  ;  the  urine, in 
particular,  was  difcharged  in  its  ufual  quantity 
and  colour* 

This  healthy  appearance  was  of  fhort  du¬ 
ration  :  In  a  few  weeks  the  Abdomen  again  tu¬ 
mefied,  the  accuftomed  evacuations  were  fup- 
prelled,  or  irregular  ;  the  difeafe  increafed  with 
great  rapidity,  and  the  operation  of  tapping 
was  again  had  recourfe  to,  with  fimilar  ad  van-* 
tages — which  lafted  much  iliortcr  than  before* 

She 


C  9  J 

She  filled  again  withwater,  and  I  tapped  her  the 
third  time  ;  finding  this  v/as  the  only  means  of 
procuring  her  any  relief,  I  necefTarily  performed 
the  operation  the  fourth  time  :  Soon  after  which 
a  fever  and  diarrhea  enfuing,  flie  died  the  14th 
Odober;i736. 

1  was  induced,  by  fame  extraordinary  ap¬ 
pearances;  to  open  the  body. 


Tim 


THE  DISSECTION. 


On  opening  the  integuments  of  the  Abdo« 
men,  l  difeovered  a  collection  of  purulent  mat- 
ter,  lodged  between  the  oblique  and  tranverfe 
mufcles  ;  upon  continuing  the  incilion  into  the 
cavity  of  the  Abdomen,  there  gullied  out  an  ex¬ 
tremely  foetid  fluid,  intermixed  with  pus  and 
coagulable  lymph,  in  which  numerous  hydatides 
of  the  magnitude  of  an  hazehnut,  were  floating  : 
After  evacuating  this  collection,  of  which  were 
feveral  gallons,  1  was  furprifed  to  find,  that  in- 
flead  of  the  abdominal  Vifcera,  the  whole  an¬ 
terior  fur  face  of  the  Abdomen  was  occupied  by 


a 
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a  membraneous  Cyft,wThichadhered  firmly  to  the  • 
internal  lamina  of  the  Pceritoneum,  extending 
from  the  brim  of  the  Pelvis  to  the  Epigaflric  re¬ 
gion,  which  had  contained  the  collection  juft 
mentioned,  and  by  its  weight  and  magnitude  it 
had  prelied  the  Inteftines  into  the  upper  region, 
immediately  againft  the  Diaphragm.  The  fupe- 
rior  extremity  of  this  Cyft,  with  the  pofterior  la¬ 
mina  of  tlie  Omentum., having  formed  a  complete 
Septum,  in  a  parallel  direction  with  the  Dia¬ 
phragm,  made  a  diftinct  cavity,  which  contained 
the  Abdominal  Vifcera  in  a  found  (late  ;  hut  the 
Intedin  :  Colon  efcaping  out  of  this  cavity,  took 
adire&ion  in  a  right  line  clofe  to  the  Vertebra 
of  the  back,  and  under  the  posterior  furface  of 
the  greatCyft,limilar  to  the  palling  of  the  Oefo- 
phagus  through  the  Thorax  ;  and  the  inferior 
extremity  of  the  Cyft,  with  the  contiguous  mem¬ 


branes. 


I  M  J 

branes,  formed  another  Septum,  around  the  brim 
of  the  Pelvis,  and  made,  alfo,  a  diftin£t  cavity 
below  ;  thus  was  the  cavity  of  the  Abdomen 
converted  into  feveral  diilind  cavities. 

After  removing  this  great  Cyft,  the  tunic 
of  which  was  about  half  an  inch  in  thicknefs,  I 
difcovered  another  Cyft,  of  about  five  inches  di¬ 
ameter,  between  the  Vifica Urinaria  and  Uterus, 
full  of  purulent  matter,  and  a  fubftance  of  a  ftea- 
tomatous  appearance,  combined  with  a  great 
quantity  of  hair,  eighteen  inches  in  length. 

T he  Uterus  was  but  little  di leafed  ;  on  re¬ 
moving  it, I  difcovered  a  third  Cy  ft, lying  between 
this  Vifcus  and  the  Inteftin :  Return,  of  half  the 
iize  ofthe  fecond,  containing  pu  s  and  a  fatty  fub¬ 
ftance,  fimllar  to  goofe  greafe,  intermixed  with 
hair,  alfo  ;  with  the  additional  peculiarity  of 

having 
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having  itsinternal  furface  lined  throughout  with 
3l  lamella  of  bone,  adhering  firmly  to  the  tunic 
€>f  the  Cyft. 

.  / 

The  hair  found  in  each  of  the  Cyfts,  was 
of  a  light,  fandy  colour ;  but  the  hair  of  the 
Mons  Veneris,  and  the  head  of  the  Patient,, 
was  black.  The  length  of  it  removes  any 
fuggeilion  of  its  originating  from  an  Extra- 
uterine  Foetus ;  and  it  appears  beyond  all  doubt 
to  have  been  generated  within  the  body, 

t 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  as  few  fadts 
of  this  nature  have  yet  appeared ;  and  I  con¬ 
ceived  it  might  have  a  tendency  to  furnifh  fome 
light  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  theory  of  the  gene* 
nation  of  the  hair  within  the  human  body, 

I  remarked  this  further  extraordinary 

circuixiftaixce-* 
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circumftance — notwithflanding  the  bladder  was 

to 

become  almoft  in  a  fcirrhous  date,,  and  in  fome 
parts  offified,  yet,  when  the  patient  was  re¬ 
lieved  by  tapping,  flie  difcliarged  urine  plen¬ 
tifully,  and  with  as  much  facility  as  in  health. 

I  have  herewith  fent  you  the  offified  cyfl, 
the  hair,  and  other  ftibilance  within  in  ;  the 
Vefica  Urinaria  offified,  as  alfo  the  fub fiances 
found  in  the  fecond  cyft,  for  the  infpefition  and 
confideration  of  the  members  of  the  Academy. 


. wimiinirnniiiBiiwiH  ■  -  — 

Explanation  of  the  annexed  Plate. 

Figure  A.  the  third  Cyfl,  the  hair,  and  other 
fubdances  within  it. 

c.  in  figure  A.  fliews  the  lamella  of  bone. 
Figure  IP  The  fubflance  in  the  fecond  Cyfl. 


SIR, 


THE  extra  ordinary  phsrncirsena, 


exhibited  in  this  patient  and  fubjeft,  influenced 
me  to  prefent  the  above  Hiftory  of  the  Cafe  to 
you,  as  Prefldent  of  the  American  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Sciences. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir, 

With  great  refpe<T, 

Your  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

ABIJAH  CHEEVER, 


To  James  Bowdoin,  Efq. 
Prefident  of  the  American 


Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 


Boston, 
Nov,  £5,  i 


